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“The Spiritual Paternity Test”      Text – 1 John 2:28-3:3        OT Reading – Hosea 11:1-12:1 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The Bible tells us that one day Jesus is going to come back to earth from heaven.  And this is not a doctrine that comes from one or two hard-to-understand verses of the NT; it is a prominent and plain teaching of the NT.  Those who count such things tell us that 1 verse out of every 25 in the NT deals with the return of Jesus.  It is mentioned 318 times in the 260 chapters of the NT.  And it is mentioned in almost every book of the NT.   
And we have one example of this in the verses in front of us today.  2:28 speaks about “His coming,” and 3:2 says, “When He appears.”  And in Bible times, these terms were used in the context of a visit from someone like the Emperor or some other dignitary.  If it were known that the Emperor was going to visit your town, people would speak about his coming and his appearing.  So, just as today we could see the Queen or the Prime Minister if they were to come to Christchurch, so we will be able to see Jesus Christ when He comes back to earth.  
But notice that John is not explaining the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus in these verses.  He simply takes it as established fact – Jesus is coming; one day He will appear.  What John is doing is encouraging believers who have doubts about their salvation.  And he does this with a spiritual paternity test.  Let me explain: 
If you have been here in recent weeks, you will know that in ch. 2 John introduced three profession of faith tests: There was the Moral test – do you keep God’s commandments?, the Social test – do you love your brothers and sisters?, and the theological test – do you believe that Jesus Christ is your Saviour?  And these tests were given to reveal a genuine or false profession of faith.  Well, John is going to say more about these three Profession of faith tests from 3:4 through into ch. 5.   But he pauses here to summarize them as a spiritual paternity test.  
Sometimes there can be uncertainty about who a person’s biological father is.  And today that is quickly and easily established through a physical paternity test which links the DNA of a child to its Father.  
Well, the tests John has described function as a kind of spiritual paternity test.  If you keep God’s commandments and if you love your brothers and sisters in Christ and if you believe that Jesus Christ is your Saviour, then you may be sure that God is your Father!  

Now, with a physical DNA test, try to imagine the moment when the doctor tells you the results of the test!  It would be pretty nerve-wracking, wouldn’t it!  And even if few or none of us have been in that position, I am sure we can all recall a time when we heard the results of a test that we hoped to pass, and the results were positive.  Waves of excitement, relief, joy!  
Well, that is a helpful way to understand this passage here: John’s readers have taken the spiritual paternity test.  And in these verses he is giving them the good news – He calls them “little children” and he tells them that they are “children of God” or “God’s children”!   
And what we read here applies not just to John’s original audience but to all believers.  So let’s listen carefully as Pastor John Explains the Significance of Passing the Spiritual Paternity Test.  And the four things revealed here are that we can be confident children of God, that we are truly children of God, that we are just children, and that we will not always be childish. 
I. So first of all then, passing the spiritual paternity test means we can be confident children of God, from vv28-29. 
A. And v29 pretty much sums up the spiritual paternity test.  For there we read, “If you know that He is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of Him.”  Now, we are not going to say much about what practicing righteousness looks like today.  And this is because the next section of John’s letter will takes this up in detail.  Very simply though, if you have examined yourself and you see in you a love for the Lord Jesus, and a love of His Word, and a love of worship, and a love of His people, and a love of His commandments, then you may be certain that you have been “born of Him.”  And this is because these things live only in those who have been born again by the Holy Spirit.  So if we practice righteousness, it is proof that we are children of God.  
1. We have already talked about how a DNA test reveals the biological connection between a child and his or her parents.  But there are other ways we can see how a child is connected to his or her parents.  Take Hugh and Stanley for example.  They are very close in age and they are both little boys.  But it doesn’t take long to see that one of them is an O’Neill and the other is a Williams.  And this is because they look like and talk like and behave like their parents (generally speaking ().   And we have heard this said about ourselves and we have said it about others, Oh, he or she is just like his Mother or Father!  Well, that’s what John is saying here: your character is like the character of your Father in heaven.  Because you see the fruit of the Spirit in your life, you may be sure that you have been born of the Spirit.   
B. Now, it is very important that we note the order in terms of practicing righteousness and “being born of Him.”  You do not practice righteousness in order to become a child of God, you practice righteousness because you are a child of God.  OK?  The profession of faith tests that we have been talking about do not make you a believer, they reveal that you are a believer.  The spiritual paternity test does not make you a child of God, it reveals that you are a child of God; that you have been “born of Him.”  
C. And practicing righteousness, because we have been born of Him, is what it means to “abide in Him,” as we see in the first part of v28.  Our thankfulness for what God has done for us in Christ Jesus will give us a desire to continue to practice righteousness.  And if we see this in ourselves, it means, as we see in the rest of v28, “that when He appears we may have confidence and not shrink from Him in shame at His coming.”
1. Assuming you are alive when it happens, do you ever think about that moment when you will hear the trumpet blast that shall be heard right around the world and you will first see the coming of the Lord Jesus?  Our text reveals that there will be two reactions at that moment: 
a. The children of God will have confidence.  Their hearts will have an immediate sense of comfort and boldness and joy and eager expectation.  They will welcome His appearing.  They will know, without a moment of hesitation, that Jesus comes as their Saviour and friend. 
(1). Perhaps the best illustration of this is a combination of two things: Picture a child who was told by his Dad to clean his room before Dad got home from work, and the child has done this and he hears Dad’s car drive into the garage and he just knows that Dad is going to be really pleased with him, and picture a bride on her wedding day, you know, at that moment when the church doors swing open and she first sees her husband up at the front of the church and her heart almost bursts with joy.  That is how the children of God will react to Jesus’ coming.  
b. Everyone else, though, will “shrink from Him in shame at His coming.”  And that really needs little explanation, does it.
(1). Using our earlier illustration, how does the little boy feel when he hears Dad’s car drive into the garage and he remembers that Dad told him to clean his room but he has not done it.  Oh oh!  Cold sweat.  I’m in trouble.  And he starts to look for a place to hide.  Or what about the bride who arrives at church but she never quite got around to actually buying a wedding dress and all she could find was a dirty tee-shirt and jeans and one jandal, and because she slept in, her hair is a mess, and then the doors of the church swing open…!!!  (Organ fades)  She knows how disappointed her groom is at her lack of preparation, and she is soo ashamed.  This is how many will react to Jesus’ coming.
So, which one is it for you?  You don’t need to hear the trumpet and see Jesus coming; you know the answer to this question right now.  Are you confident or ashamed?  Can you say, with the Apostle Paul, “I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed.”  I know that my sins are forgiven because of Jesus’ work on the cross.  And although my life is far from perfect, I practice righteousness; I love what is good and I hate what is evil.  Do you have this confidence?  If so, isn’t it wonderful?  What an amazing gift of God!  Not only that He would make you His child but that He wants you to be a confident child!  What a loving and gracious Father in heaven we have!    
II. But not only does passing the spiritual paternity test mean we can be confident children of God, it also means, in the second place, from v1, that we are truly children of God.
A. V1 in our Bibles begins with the word “See.”  Other Bible versions have “Behold!”  And that word captures a little more the sense of childish excitement that John expresses here: When a child says to other children, Come and see this!  You gotta look at this!  

1. And what John the child wants us to see as fellow children of God is that all those who believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins are called children of God!  But more than this, not only are they called children of God, they truly are children of God!  “And so we are,” says John!  

2. Now, we are children of God by adoption.  The only natural child of God is His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus.  But the way adoption works means that a child by adoption is truly a child. 
a. And this was brought home to me in a recent viral video I saw of a young lad in his Spiderman pyjamas (so he was 10 years old or so).  And he was being handed a wrapped Christmas present.  Now, the title of the video is “Boy Learns That His Adoption is Official.”  So when he ripped of the wrapping it was obvious that it was a framed certificate of adoption that he had received.  Well, he flips it over and obviously figures out pretty quickly what it is and this huge smile appears.  And then what we assume is his adoptive mum says, “Read it out.”  And he gets set to do this but tears fill his eyes and he can’t get a word out.  So he just puts the certificate on the floor and reaches for his adoptive Dad and the two of them embrace, and I mean embrace!!  Now, that boy could speak this verse about his adoptive father and mother: See what kind of love my parents have given to me, that I should be called their child; and so I am!  
3. And we truly are children of God.  But while we can be fairly certain that that boy wanted to be adopted and that he had tried to be worthy of adoption, that is not how it is with you and me.  Romans 5:8 says, “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us … while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.”  SO our gratitude and amazement should be even greater than the boy in the video: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”  It is an undeserved, unmerited, unearned, love.  Wow!  
III. So, we are truly God’s children.  But note thirdly and very importantly that we are also just children. 

A. Verse 2 begins, “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared.”  

1. The Bible tells us something about our ultimate purpose or destination.  Psalm 8:5 says, “You have made [man] a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honour.  You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet.”  Romans 8:29 puts it like this, “He predestined us to be conformed to the image of his Son.”  Our ultimate purpose is to be like the Lord Jesus and to exercise dominion and rule with Him over all things.  But I think we all know how we would answer the child who cries out from the back seat, “Are we there yet?”  NO we are not!
a. O yes, to be sure, as those born again by the Spirit, we are those in whom the fruit of the Spirit begins to be seen.  And 2 Peter 1:8 tells us that these good virtues should increase in us as we mature in faith.  And they do!  Hallelujah!  But Brothers and Sisters, on this side of glory, your obedience, your practicing righteousness, will always be that of a child.  And we all know how children obey.  
b. The wonderful thing is though that our child-like obedience is very pleasing to God!  You young people will remember the illustration that Pastor Kevin de Young used in this connection from our studies at Lake Lyndon last year:  The room tidied by a child may not be perfect but because they have done it out of love, it truly pleases Daddy!  
c. In Colossians 3:20, the Holy Spirit says to actual children, “Obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.”  Now, do children ever obey instantly and with wholehearted enthusiasm and unbounded joy?  But even their slow and grudging obedience, if it is because they know this is what the Lord wants, pleases the Lord!  Your child-like efforts at obedience please the Lord!
d. So Brothers and Sisters, have you ever thought or prayed a prayer that went something like this: O Lord, I am so weak and faltering and stumbling and mixed and two steps forward and three steps back in my obedience, how could you possibly be pleased with me?  Well, remember that even the most holy of us are just children.  And this is how it will always be on this side of glory.  But remember also that though we are just children we are truly children! 
IV. And the fact that we are just children is why the fourth and final significance of passing the spiritual paternity test is so wonderful:  For the second part of v2 reveals that we will not always be childish.  For there we read, “What we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is.”
A. If you are like me you will have spent at least a few moments wondering what heaven will be like.  Jesus was recognizable to His disciples after His resurrection.  Will we be recognizable and will we recognize others in heaven?  Jesus ate fish with His disciples after the resurrection.  Will we eat in heaven?  Jesus showed the disciples the scars on His hands and feet.  If we have had a limb amputated on earth, will we get it back in heaven?  The Bible tells us that the lion will lie down with the lamb in heaven, so will my pet turtle be in heaven?  
B. Well, I think we have to be very careful when it comes to such questions because the Bible simply doesn’t answer these questions as plainly as we might like.  What is true is that everything about heaven will be 10,000 times better than the best there is here on earth.  
· And one of the most wonderful aspects of heaven will be the complete absence of sin in everyone and everything.  And we just cannot begin to imagine how wonderful that will be.  Our text tells us though that we shall be like Jesus.  And He was and is perfectly true and kind and good and pure and holy, so we also shall be perfectly true and kind and good and pure and holy; practicing righteousness will no longer be a struggle that requires focused effort; it will be our natural and only inclination.  
· And if we think back to Adam and Even, after the Fall, it is likely that their greatest sadness was that they could no longer walk and talk with God as a friend.  But our text tells us that one day we shall see Jesus as He is. 
The NT often mentions maturity.  Ephesians 4 talks about being equipped for ministry, and being built up as the body of Christ, and attaining unity in the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, which it describes as “mature manhood.”  Well, we are to strive for maturity on earth.  But our text reveals that it will only be ours fully in heaven.  So we will not always be childish; one day, we will be all gwoed up!  Don’t you long for that day?

But just in case we are tempted to float out of here on a cloud of heavenly-mindedness that make us no earthly use, take note of John’s closing words: “Everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure.”  
Do you love Jesus?  
Do you love His commands?  
Do you love His people?  
Then you have passed the spiritual paternity test; you are a child of God!   
“So be holy as He is holy”!  
And this is what we shall learn more about in the coming weeks as we continue in this Epistle.  But how wonderful it is to learn these things together as God’s children!  Amen.

